
SEPTEMBER 
13-14  Bargains on the Bluff 
29  Fall Block Party 
 Neverthirst Fun Run 
OCTOBER 
      Offering of Blankets Begins 
12   Serve Day 
13  Blood Drive  
14  Children’s Ministry Field/Mission Trip 
23 Halloween Carnival    
NOVEMBER 
1-3   Student Ministry Fall Retreat 
3     All Saints' Day @ Morning Worship 
10  Veteran's Day Celebration 
10-11 Student Ministry One Night for the 
 Homeless and Veterans 
11   Children’s Ministries Field/Mission Trip 
DECEMBER 
1  Children's Christmas Pageant  and 
 Church-wide Christmas Party 
4       Advent Wreath Family Night 
6  Preschool Christmas Storytime 
5   Advent Morning Prayer 
8    Sanctuary Choir Christmas Concert 
11  Student Ministry Christmas Party 
12 Advent Morning Prayer 
14 Children’s Ministry Parents Night Out 
19  Advent Morning Prayer 
22  Service of Lessons and Carols 
 Children’s Ministry Sunday School 
 Christmas Party/Breakfast 
24   Christmas Eve Worship Services 
29      Blood Drive 

Our Block Party and Fun Run create a fun casual op-
portunity to invite new people to our church. This year 
they take place on September 29th at 4:00pm. We have 
an opportunity to build personal relationships and extend 
a personal invitation to people in our community to join 
us for worship as we enter the Christmas holiday season.  
We need everyone in the church to help make these 
events a success. Contact the church office to get flyers or 
posters to pass out around town. Visit the church’s Face-
book page and like and share the event pages. Also, make 
sure to click the ‘Going’ link for each event to let us know 
who is coming! Make plans to join us and invite someone 
new to Bluff Park United Methodist Church.

Bluff Park United Methodist Church is a place for all 
people to grow in life, health and faith. In order to help 
you grow in these areas, we want to help you get connect-
ed, get empowered and get serving. This is the path to the 
life that God has in store for all of us! It is the path of 
spiritual formation within a church family. Even if you 
are already connected to a Sunday School class, a study or 
Common Table group is a great way to meet people and 
grow together in life and in faith! We are offering several 
studies and Common Tables this fall. Most of our studies 
and groups will start after Labor Day weekend! Get more 
details and signup online. 

bluffparkumc.org/common-table-signup 

bluffparkumc.org/fall-class-signup 



ONE. 

In the seventeenth chapter 
of John's Gospel, Jesus prays 
for his disciples as well as his 
future disciples. I have always 
been encouraged to read Jesus' 
prayer as a prayer for you and 
for me. Over and over again in 
this prayer, Jesus prays for our 
unity. He prays for us to be 
completely one.  

While we are a somewhat 
diverse Church, we all belong 
to the same community and to 
this particular Body of Christ. Over the summer, we have joined to-
gether the 8:45 and 11:00 am Traditional Worship services into one 
service at 10:00 am. I have heard so many of you say that while you 
appreciated the flexibility that having two worship options each Sun-
day, you appreciated, even more, the opportunity to worship as one. 
Through a prayerful process of seeking feedback from Sunday School 
classes, Common Tables, committees and from the community, we 
have decided to continue to have one unified Traditional Worship 
service this fall.  

The shared worship hour for this fall will be at 10:30 am. This in-
cludes Traditional Worship as well as The Gathering, our modern 
worship service in the Chapel. Because of this change, we will be mov-
ing our Sunday School time to 9:15 am. Of course, our nursery, as 
well as our elementary and youth departments, will open up at 9:00 
am for early drop off of children. This new schedule begins on Sun-
day, September 8, 2019.  

While this is a big change for our church family, it is a way for us 
to continue to be one. One in community and one in Christ.  

TRADITIONAL WORSHIP 10:30 am 

THE GATHERING AT BLUFF PARK: 10:30 am 

SUNDAY SCHOOL: 9:15 am 

Nursery care available all morning! 
 

Care Contact Information 
205.533.9902 | care@bpumc.org  

Sunday School 
9:15 am 

Traditional Worship 
10:30 am 

The Gathering 
10:30 am 



Attention Moms, Dads, Grandmas, Grandpas and youth 
who need service hours.  

The Bargains on the Bluff consignment sale needs 
your help and there are lots of ways to get involved! 
Volunteer to work a shift (or 2) and shop before the 

public sale! All shifts are 3 hours. Visit 
www.bargainsonthebluff.com or email bargainson-

thebluff@gmail.com to volunteer!  

The public sale takes place Friday, September 13th, 
from 9am-6pm and Saturday, September 14th, from 

9am-2pm.  

The 2019 Chile Volunteers in Mission 
team will depart on September 16th and re-
turn on September 30th. This year the team 
will be serving at the Methodist Camp located 
just south of Angol, Chile. This is very close 
to El Vergel Methodist School where we have 
served several times before. John Elmore (our 
covenant mission partner) has been asked by 
Rev. Jorge Merino the Bishop of the Method-
ist Church of Chile to operate the camp. John 
has been busy refurbishing the camp for the 
past year. Our team will be helping him in 
that work. At this time we do not know the 
specific tasks we will be asked to do but our 
work will help with the refurbishing of the 
camp. Team members this year are: Sula 
Hicks, Kathryn Coltrane, Patti Fore, Leonette 
Slay, Jim Slack and Tom Duley.  

The New Light Sunday School class has been working 
to raise money for Neverthirst, an organization dedicated 
to bringing clean and Living water to the poor through 
partnerships with local churches in India, Sudan and the 
Central African Republic. The Annual Fun Run is a ma-
jor part of our efforts, as a church, to meet this critical 
need. The New Light class and BPUMC Mission Fund 
have already sponsored the drilling of 2 wells. 52 families 
no longer worry about finding clean water to drink. Join 
us on September 29th to have a little fun and raise money 
for a new well to help a community struggling with access 
to clean water. Register online: bluffparkumc.org/funrun   



  

We had an amazing summer in the Children’s Ministry at 
Bluff Park UMC: we had over 120 children attend Camp on the 
Bluff and over 260 children attend our Vacation Bible School! 
Together we learned who God is, how much God loves us, how 
we can have a relationship with God through Jesus Christ, how 
we can grow in that relationship, and how we can share the love 
of God with others in our families, schools, community, and the 
world. We could not have done that without the love, prayers, 
and support of each member of our great church! 

We also could not have kept Camp on the Bluff and Vacation 
Bible School free for the children of our church and the children 
of our community without the support of Bargains on the Bluff, 
our semi-annual Mommy and Me Consignment Sale! Bargains on 
the Bluff generously donates a large portion of its proceeds to the 
Children’s Ministry at Bluff Park UMC, which helps us fund 
these two summer ministries, and ensures that any child that 
wants to attend Camp on the Bluff and VBS are able to attend 
these free events. Because of this, I would love to invite you to 
help Bargains on the Bluff in two ways. First, please consider 
shopping at their Fall sale on September 13th and 14th! Second, 
if you are able, consider volunteering to work before, during, or 
after the sale. For more information on how you can volunteer, 
please contact Melissa Hendon at mhendon@bpumc.org. By do-
ing either of these things, you will be investing in the lives of the 
children of our church and our community! I look forward to see-
ing you there! 

Hello All! We are off to a great start to the school year! There is so much go-
ing on and even more to look forward to throughout the fall. Fall can be such a 
busy time for students with school, sports, and clubs all starting back, but we are 
pumped that our church can offer our students a space to come and take a break 
from the business of their everyday life and focus on Christ. Our prayer for this 
fall is that all of our students would continue to grow in Christ and make time 
in their life to do that! 

DID YOU MISS THE VOLUNTEER MEETING? 
We had a volunteer meeting Sunday, August 25th immediately following 

church and if you missed it, don’t worry. Youth ministry is dependent on the 
work of good volunteers and if you want to find a way to support youth ministry 
look no further. You could volunteer by leading a small group, bringing snacks, 
playing basketball, organizing events, or anything that you could think of! If you 
are interested in ways you can get involved contact JT Mercer at youthdirec-
tor@bpumc.org 

WHERE ARE YOU SEPTEMBER 22ND? 
Sunday, September 22nd we have some of our youth speaking in the tradi-

tional service about their Appalachia Service Project experience! We will also be 
blessed by our Holy Ground worship team leading us in some worship! You are 
not gonna want to miss it! 

 
Holy Ground 

Every Wednesday from  
5:30-7:30 

Sunday School 
Jr. High and Sr. High  
every Sunday Morning 

Serve Night 
Sunday 8th 

Game Night 
Sunday 15th 

Fall Retreat Registration Opens! 
Monday 16th 

Mystery Night 
Sunday 22nd 

Block Party 
Sunday 29th 



UPCOMING MISSION PROJECTS 

Eleventh Annual Wreaths Across America 
Alabama National Cemetery, Montevallo 

In conjunction with our Veteran’s Day Celebration on No-
vember 10th, we will be supporting The Blue Star Salute 
Foundation which raises funds to provide Christmas wreaths 
for all Veteran’s graves in the Alabama National Cemetery in 
Montevallo. In 2019 we will need approximately 6,500—7,000 
wreaths, at a cost of $15 each, to provide a wreath for each Vet-
eran. All wreath sponsors as well as family members of those 
buried within ALNC are invited to attend and participate in 
the wreath-laying ceremony on December 14th. We are asking 
individuals, families and Sunday School classes to consider do-
nating a wreath as we honor our Veteran’s. Information will 
be available in your Sunday School class and in the Narthex. 
www.bluestarsalute.org 

 
Christmas Gifts for Pantry on the Bluff  

This year we want to give each family 
we serve through our food pantry a $20 
gift certificate that each can use to pur-
chase something extra for Christmas. 
These gifts will be distributed on Wednes-
day, December 4th. You or your Sunday 
School class can help by either making a 
financial donation to the Food pantry 
and submit to the church office or you can purchase a $20 gift 
certificate, put it in a Christmas card and submit it to the 
church office. We suggest gift certificates from Piggly Wiggly, 
Publix, Walmart or Target. Make the “Spirit of Christmas” real 
for a family this year.  

For more information on each project contact Sylvia 
Sumners, ssumners@bellsouth.net or 205-482-5680. 

The Open Door Café 
Exercise—9:30 AM—Meet &Greet—

10 AM—Programs – 10:30 AM – 
Lunch—11:30 AM—Games & Mov-

ies—12:30pm 
 

Thursdays In The Fellowship Hall 
All are Welcome! 

 

September 5  
Climbing Your Family Tree 

Terri Ray 

September 12  
Movement is Medicine 

Emily Milton, MS, OTR/L 
Brookdale Senior Living 

September 19 
Affiliates of the Masons – Who We 

Are 
Peggy Cox and Gaile Ketchersid 

September 26 
Us Against Alzheimers 

Lynda Everman and Don Wendorf 

 



September 1  
Hebrews 13:1-6 | Psalm 115 

September 2  
Hebrews 13:7-21 | Psalm 25 

September 3  
Titus 1:1-9 | Psalm 26 

September 4  
Luke 14:7-24 | Psalm 38 

September 5  
Jeremiah 15:10-21 | Psalm 37:1-18 

September 6  
Jeremiah 16:14-21 | Psalm 31 

September 7  
Jeremiah 17:14-27 | Psalm 30 

September 8  
Genesis 1:26-31 | Psalm 103 

September 9  
John 13:31-35 | Psalm 41 

September 10  
1 Timothy 4:6-16 | Psalm 48 

September 11  
Luke 18:18-30 | Psalm 49 

September 12  
1 Timothy 1:1-11 | Psalm 59 

September 13  
2 Peter 2:1-10 | Psalm 87 

September 14  
John 10:11-21 | Psalm 66 

September 15  
Luke 6:27-36 | Psalm 29 

September 16  
Philippians 2:1-11 | Psalm 57 

September 17  
2 Peter 3:8-13 | Psalm 62 

September 18  
Luke 22:31-33, 54-62 | Psalm 72 

September 19  
Romans 3:1-8 | Psalm 71 

September 20  
Romans 8:31-39 | Psalm 73 

September 21  
Mark 12:4-11 | Psalm 119:41-64 

September 22  
1 Timothy 2:1-7 | Psalm 96 

September 23  
Acts 4:1-12 | Psalm 80 

September 24  
1 Corinthians 9:19-23 

Psalm 78:40-72 
September 25  

Luke 20:45-21:4 | Psalm 82 
September 26  

2 Corinthians 8:8-15 | Psalm 83 
September 27  

Ephesians 2:1-10 | Psalm 88 
September 28  

Luke 9:43b-48 | Psalm 90 
September 29  

1 Peter 3:8-12 | Psalm 148 
September 30  

Jeremiah 32:16-35 | Psalm 89 

WEDDINGS IN AUGUST 
 Stephen Cooper and Sarah Catherine Miller—8/3/19 

BAPTISMS IN AUGUST 

 Tallulah Joan Willoughby—8/25/19 

CONGRATULATIONS...  

Congratulations to Anna-Grace and Grayson Payne on the birth of a daugh-
ter, Parker-Jane Payne on July 23rd.  

SYMPATHY OF THE CONGREGATION...  
The sympathy of the congregation goes out to JoAnn Freeman on the 

passing of her husband Durwood on July 27th. Our thoughts and prayers are 
with the family in their time of loss. 

The sympathy of the congregation goes out to the family of Bob King who 
passed away on August 17th. Our thoughts and prayers are with the family in 
their time of loss. 

The sympathy of the congregation goes out to Carol Cartledge and the 
Cathers family on the passing of Katie Cathers on August 20th. Our thoughts 
and prayers are with the family in their time of loss. 

Upcoming Sermon Series:  Fruitful Lives 

Sundays in Traditional Worship, September 29 - October 27, 2019 

Commitment Sunday will be October 27, 2019 

In the Bible, Jesus invites us to imagine our very lives as a fruit-
bearing branch connected to him as the one, true vine.  That we are 
fruit-bearing is very important.  The word "fruit" is used to describe 
the results of our words and actions.  We can produce good fruit or 
we can produce bad fruit.  If we tend to our connection to Christ 
and if we focus upon the health of our hearts, we will produce better 
fruit.  With a new sermon series in Traditional Worship at Bluff 
Park UMC, we will explore the ways in which we can tend to our 
heart-health and work to produce better fruit for God.   

We will use this important series to focus upon our shared com-
mitment to the ministry and mission of Christ through Bluff Park 
United Methodist Church.  Each of us will be invited to bring our 
financial pledges to the altar on Commitment Sunday, the final Sun-
day of the series which will be on Sunday, October 27, 2019. 



GENERAL OPERATING FUND 
Durwood Freeman, by Julia Dunne, Mike and Sandy 
Miller, Opportunity Class 
BUNDLES OF HOPE 
Juanita Cox, by James and Sally Holland 
MUSIC MINISTRY 
Julia Hughes, by Roy and Bobbye Guyton, D.C. and Su-
zanne Scivley 
CHOIR FUND 
Durwood Freeman, by Jim and Pam McIntosh 
Dolores Thomas, by Mary Wyatt 
CHRISTIN CROCKETT SCHOLARSHIP 
Durwood Freeman, by Harry and Peggy Hill 
BUILDING FUND 
Durwood Freeman, by Terry and Ann Bice  

FOOD PANTRY 
Durwood Freeman, by John and Sylvia Sumners, J.B. 
and Frankie Thrasher 

GENERAL OPERATING FUND 
Mike Holly, by Jim and Becky McCrary 
Angela Martin, by Julie Saunders 
Vitality Class, by Jack and Sue Pearson  
CHRISTIN CROCKETT SCHOLARSHIP FUND 
Harry and Peggy Hill, by J.B. and Frankie Thrasher 
Jim and Sara Perry, by Harry and Peggy Hill 
FOOD PANTRY 
Pat and Carol Westbrook’s 46th Wedding Anniversary, 
by Elizabeth Davis 

Note: Some Memorials and Honorariums are not listed by the request of the donors. 

Sunday, September  1 
9:00 am Sunday School 
10:00 am The Gathering at Bluff Park 
10:00 am  Traditional Worship Service 
Monday,  September 2 
  OFFICE CLOSED 
Wednesday,  September 4 
9:00 am  Food Pantry 
4:30 pm   “Forward” with Mike &  
  Angela 
5:00 pm  Midweek Meetup 
5:15 pm  Wesley Covenant Group 
5:30 pm  Student Ministry  
5:30 pm    Men’s Chorus   
6:00 pm  Children’s Activities 
6:00 pm  Handbell Rehearsal 
6:15 pm " Crazy Love" with Rick and  
  Tina Hardy  
6:30 pm      Choir  
6:30 pm  “Nine Conversations” with 
  Mike Holly 
6:30 pm  Walking Group  
Thursday, September 5 
9:30 am  Sewing Group 
10:00 am The Open Door Café 
Sunday, September 8 
9:15 am  Sunday School 
10:30 am The Gathering at Bluff Park 
10:30 am  Traditional Worship Service 
12:00 pm SPRC Meeting 
5:30 pm  Student Ministry 
Monday,  September 9 
10:00 am Prayer Shawl 
5:30 pm  Dance Lessons 
Tuesday, September 10 
8:30 am  Maintenance 
9:00 am  Becky Walker’s Bible Study 
6:00 pm  Under the Bridge 
Wednesday, September 11 
4:30 pm   “Forward” with Mike &  
  Angela 
5:00 pm  Midweek Meetup 
5:15 pm  Wesley Covenant Group 
5:30 pm  Student Ministry  
5:30 pm    Men’s Chorus   
6:00 pm  Children’s Activities 
6:00 pm  Handbell Rehearsal 
6:15 pm  "Crazy Love" with Rick and 
  Tina Hardy  
6:30 pm      Choir  
6:30 pm  “Nine Conversations” with 
  Mike Holly 
6:30 pm  Walking Group   
Thursday, September 12 
10:00 am The Open Door Cafe 
Friday, September 13 
9am—6pm Bargains on the Bluff 

12:00 pm Friendship Class Luncheon 
Saturday, September 14 
9am—2pm Bargains on the Bluff 
Sunday, September 15 
9:15 am  Sunday School 
10:30 am The Gathering at Bluff Park 
10:30 am  Traditional Worship Service 
11:30 pm Children's Council Meeting  
5:30 pm  Student Ministry 
Monday, September 16 
10:00 am Prayer Shawl 
5:30 pm  Dance Lessons 
Tuesday, September 17 
9:00 am  Becky Walker’s Bible Study 
6:00 pm  Under the Bridge 
Wednesday, September 18 
4:30 pm   “Forward” with Mike &  
  Angela 
5:00 pm  Midweek Meetup 
5:15 pm  Wesley Covenant Group 
5:30 pm  Student Ministry  
5:30 pm    Men’s Chorus   
6:00 pm  Children’s Activities 
6:00 pm  Handbell Rehearsal 
6:15 pm  "Crazy Love" with Rick and 
  Tina Hardy  
6:30 pm      Choir  
6:30 pm  “Nine Conversations” with 
  Mike Holly 
6:30 pm  Walking Group    
Thursday, September 19 
9:30 am  Sewing Group 
10:00 am The Open Door Café 
7:00 pm  Book Club 
Sunday, September 22 
9:15 am  Sunday School 
10:30 am The Gathering at Bluff Park 
10:30 am  Traditional Worship Service 
4:30 pm  Strengths Based Parenting 
5:30 pm  Student Ministry 
Monday,  September 23 
10:00 am Prayer Shawl 
10:00 am UMW Joy Circle 
5:30 pm  Dance Lessons 
Tuesday, September 24 
9:00 am  Becky Walker’s Bible Study 
Wednesday, September 25 
4:30 pm   “Forward” with Mike &  
  Angela 
5:00 pm  Midweek Meetup 
5:15 pm  Wesley Covenant Group 
5:30 pm  Student Ministry  
5:30 pm    Men’s Chorus   
6:00 pm  Children’s Activities 
6:00 pm  Handbell Rehearsal 
6:15 pm  "Crazy Love" with Rick and 
  Tina Hardy  

6:30 pm      Choir  
6:30 pm  “Nine Conversations” with 
  Mike Holly 
6:30 pm  Walking Group   
Thursday, September 26 
9:30 am  Sewing Group 
10:00 am The Open Door Café 
6:30 pm  Finance Committee 
Friday, September 27 
5:00 pm  Fisherman Class Social 
5:00 pm  Parent’s Night Out 
Sunday, September 29 
9:15 am  Sunday School 
10:30 am The Gathering at Bluff Park 
10:30 am  Traditional Worship Service 
11:30 am Choir Christmas Preview  
  Rehearsal 
5:00 pm  Block Party 
  Neverthirst Fun Run 
Monday,  September 30 
10:00 am Prayer Shawl 
5:30 pm  Dance Lessons 
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